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Sl LT : " - The: author rev1ews the development of broadcast

- educatlon and its current status, ‘and then: ‘discusses” some of -the

ol ot ) dissatisfactions that educators, broadcasters, -and students have with

b " the present broadcast-curricula. He feels- that communications -
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(Presented at the Speech Communication Ass0ciation Convention, December 1972)

In thinking about the topic for discussion today my first inclination .

Euwzm

T __was to review the course t1t1es and descriptions which appear 1n our university

bu11et1ns.r This would be the way to get an up-to-date picture of the broadcast

7curr1cu1a. - ,;j'fi_i'ij} ;,; . 1;,;;?f ~,; .j R :;}!,1;11

v

However, on second thought to place very much dependence upon college

bu11etins required more faith 1n their accuracy than I possessed The course

f concerned with and:is workingrtoward curricular tmprovement.f Number tw,;:ff



E ,“1? '11?7 ' i; Many years ago Chancellor Hutchins at th University of Cnicago told his
R deans that every five years each department ought to cancel a11 of its coursesf
i 7 and start - from the beginning Wlth new ones. 0n1y this way ne said,,couid,the
deadwood be e11minated i ST
7 g ji, The Chancellor s. statement is, of course based upon the assumption that,
. r'ljifwg - the institution has an energet1c and dedicated facu1ty. There is 1itt1e point

i; 1n changing course numbers and cata1og descriptions if the same o1d things are;
going to be taught 1n the same old ways.t The crux of the situation, then, 1ies*

~ in- keeping facu1t1es asfaware, as a1ert and as eager to 1earn7in their mature -

years as’ they were 1n their graduate ones. ;;;:f-—;;,: ;ﬁ,,;;if,j:; :;fir,:,,,’

“if;ri Given th1s kind of faculty, some courses wi11 g1ve way; new areas Of StUdY
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underlying phrlosophical girding which can both explain and Justify its existence.r 7

If,this 1sn t- true, the future of American broadcasting 1s indeed Jaundiced

Strengthening the broadcast curricula, in our humble mind does not mean the

mere proliferation of courses or 1nstruction., In -some - cases, it ‘may entail the i

’actual subtraction cf courses, no matter how the empire builders feel We submit

',the time is upon us to reexamine in what d1rection we are headed and what our j .

obJectives should be. Are we responsible solely for. supplying good employees for
the broadcast 1ndustry7 What is our responsibility in furthering the education

’ f *he non-broadcasting employees’ Can we combine the two7 We assuredly hope so.

May we ask your 1ndulgence for a few moments to set up what we feel to be

'7 appropriate 1nstructional goals for departments such as ours.,,f;ﬂfﬂ'? - 1:715i,°
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1‘,,«‘ (AN

’ aware of the industrial‘revolution and its impact on the world Many of them, B

LR,
RTINS

however, seem to have no awareness of the revolution 1n communications which

[

followed close upon 1ts heels. Newsprint, cinema, photography, radio, televi«ion
vare Just peripheral dilettantish events which merit no scholarly attent1on. To

_our, mlnd nothing could be further from the truth. Let one of our goals be “that

the educated man of the future Wlll be as aware of communications history and theory:
B and their impact upon the world as he is today of the history of say, American

literacure., 1” ’,1‘ '; B '*i ;j,;“f‘
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7 Thirdly, and at this stage we assume our student wishes to become afpr“ession-r
i’al a maJor 1n our department if you will he must have a clear a very clear,

o understanding of the contemporary mass communications media how they work and
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operations. These 1nternships enable the student to Journey off the campus and
7rengage in the day by day activities of professionals. -He: finds himself involved )
'fw1th a whole new set of problems, a maJor one being that time 1s now equated with
Vinwney, and his learning has a new dimension.W Unfortunately, we don t have as :ifﬁ )
f’nany 1nternsh1ps as we would like, but wherever they exist they should be nurtured

o and expanded - ’ S 7 7 ’”:’:— ) - T :; ‘, *7 o
7 This proposed framework is offered as an a1ternat1ve to the current and almost

inverse pyramiding of broadcasting curricula.: “We suggest that a broadcast curriculum

which 1s based upon these maJor areas--involvement 1n an integrated media the

;11h1story and theory of mass communications, their current operations and social

'responsibilities, basic communicetion skills, and 7fina11y, a degree of professional
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“the caliber of student's needed for a lii'etime dedic....ion to the ever increasingly .

important commun:l.cations med:l.a. ;iij T - * - S L ;77 o

2, = - -

7 Given such -a- training program as we have described and given the highest -
ca11ber of student we might well ask ourselves what "breed of cat" we are de- - —_ )
7 velop1ng. I would hope the student of the comng decade would be -able to perform— - RS
more ably than h1s predecessor An any broadcasting env1ronment or allied field ‘
7 J-Iis characteristics assuredly should include'*‘ i’f—:" Co T ’ T

o : l A clear knowledge of the creative processes 1nvolved in the uses of

integrated media‘ - S i o B J

2.; A thorough understanding of the history and theory of mass comunications e
and the way chey relate to contemporary living, ' e

ut’graduates who have reached their full potential as broadcasters., We cannot

St}

Was it Bacon who said the right question revealed half of know

iconscience .7




